
 
 

VILLAGE OF ELLSWORTH  

PLAN COMMISSION MEETING  
May 18, 202 6 at  5:30  pm  

LOCATION:  Village Hall, 130 N. Chestnut St. Lower - level  board room (East rear entrance)  
 
Committee Members present: Chairperson Lalley, Borner, T. Hines (in place of  Bench ), 
Betthauser, Mennenga , Hofacker  
Village Board Members present: Traynor (virtual)  
Staff Present: Administrator/Clerk - Treasurer Roy  
Public Present: Shannine Langer  

 
MINUTES:  

 

1. Meeting called to order at 5:30pm by Chairperson Lalley.  

2. Discuss/Possible Action on a Certified Survey Map  for Vickie Langer by James  Langer  

(agent) on  property  located  in the  Village  ETZ  at N6070 745 th St., Ellsworth, WI 54011  

The proposed CSM will  split the  14.86- acre  lot  located  within  the  Village  Extraterritorial 

Zone.  The proposed CSM will create a 4.99 acre lot with a house and farm buildings, and a 

9.85 acre outlot  currently used for agriculture/undeveloped.   MSC Borner/Betthauser to 

approve the CSM.   No further discussion.   Motion carried, without a negative vote.  

3. Public Hearing/Possible Action on a proposed amendment to Section 46.08 of the 

Zoning Ordinance relating to nonconforming uses and structures.  

The existing ordinance regarding the restoration or replacement of nonconforming 
structures damaged by fire, explosion, flood, the public enemy or other calamity does 

not comply with State Statutes.  Attorney Loberg has reviewed the Zoning Ordinance  

and determined tha t nonconformities shall be allowed to be replaced and restored if 
damaged by fire, explosion, flood, etc.  The Public Hearing was opened, no comments 

received.  MSC Borner/ Hines  to approve the proposed amendment .  No further 

discussion.   Motion  carried, without a negative vote.  

4. Public Hearing/Possible Action on a proposed amendment to Section 46.11 of the Zoning 
Ordinance regarding variance standards.  

Wisconsin Statutes detail the minimum criteria necessary to grant a Variance.  The 
existing ordinance does not clearly identify the standards.  The proposed amendments 
clearly state the legal standards and strengthen the justification and validity of any 
d ecision.   The proposed amendment makes the standards for a variance to be 
Unnecessary Hardship, Unique Condition, and Public Interest.  The Public Hearing was 

opened, no comments received.  MSC Betthauser/Lalley  to approve the proposed 

amendment .  No furth er discussion.   Motion carried, without a negative vote.  

5. Public Hearing/Possible Action on a proposed amendment to Chapter 46 of the Zoning 
Ordinance regarding alcohol production and service uses.  

Currently, “the manufacture and bottling of alcoholic beverages” is only permitted in the 
Heavy Industrial District (HI). This limits the location of breweries and distilleries where 
both production and on - site sales are desired.   The Commercial (C) District is intended 
for business, retail, and service uses serving residents and visitors, and would be a natural 
fit for smaller - scale alcohol production uses with tasting rooms or taprooms. The Light 

Industrial (LI) District could acc ommodate larger - scale ope rations.   This ordinance 



modernizes the Village’s zoning regulations by allowing alcohol production and service 
uses including breweries, brewpubs, distilleries, and wineries in the appropriate zoning 
districts.   Mennenga asked about bottling products not produced onsite.  It was 
determined that the issue should be looked into, but the current proposal could be 
adopted now and any further changes are to come back to the Plan Commission. The 

Public Hearing was ope ned, no comments received.  MSC Borner/Hines  to approve the 

proposed a mendment .  No further discussion.   Motion carried, without a negative vote.  

6. Adjournment.  MSC Hines/Betthauser  to adjourn.  Motion carried, without a negative 

vote.  

Respectfully submitted by Brad Roy, Administrator/Clerk - Treasurer  


