
VILLAGE OF ELLSWORTH  PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE  
 

Proposed Zoning Code Amendment –  Alcohol Production & Service Uses  
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Plan Commission of the Village of Ellsworth , Wisconsin, will 
hold a public hearing on a proposed amendment to Chapter 46 of the Zoning Ordinance 
regarding alcohol production and service uses.  
 
Hearing Information:  
Date: May 18, 2026, at 5:30pm in the Village Hall lower - level meeting room, (East rear 
entrance) 130 N. Chestnut St.  
 
Summary of Proposed Amendment:  
The proposed amendment modernizes the Zoning Ordinance to allow breweries, brewpubs, 
distilleries, wineries, and similar alcohol production and service uses in appropriate zoning 
districts. The amendment:  
• Adds definitions for alcohol production and service uses, including breweries, brewpubs, 

distilleries, wineries, and tasting/taprooms.  
• Allows small - scale, service - oriented alcohol production uses in the Commercial (C) 

District.  
• Expands permitted uses in the Light Industrial (LI) District to include alcohol 

manufacturing and related uses.  
• Retains alcohol manufacturing as a permitted use in the Heavy Industrial (HI) District.  
• Establishes operational standards addressing indoor production, odor, noise, lighting, 

parking, and waste handling.  
• Establishes production limits in the Commercial District to ensure compatibility with 

surrounding uses.  
• Requires compliance with Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 125 and applicable licensing 

requirements.  
The amendment is intended to support local business development, downtown vitality, and 
tourism while ensuring compatibility with surrounding land uses.  
 
Public Participation:  
All interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard.  
 
Document Availability:  
A copy of the proposed amendment is available for review at Village Hall during regular 
business hours.  
Dated this 1 st of May, 2026.  
Brad Roy  
Village of Ellsworth  
 



 

Background  

Currently, “the manufacture and bottling of alcoholic beverages” is only permitted 
in the Heavy Industrial District (HI). This limits the location of breweries and 
distilleries where both production and on - site sales are desired.  

The Commercial (C) District is intended for business, retail, and service uses serving 
residents and visitors, and would be a natural fit for smaller - scale alcohol 

production uses with tasting rooms or taprooms. The Light Industrial (LI) District 
could acc ommodate larger - scale operations.  
 
This ordinance modernizes the Village’s zoning regulations by allowing alcohol 
production and service uses including breweries, brewpubs, distilleries, and wineries 
in the appropriate zoning districts. The ordinance distinguishes between small - scale, 
servi ce - oriented operations intended for the Commercial (C) District and larger -
scale manufacturing operations appropriate for industrial districts. Production limits 
and operational standards are established to ensure compatibility with surrounding 
uses, prote ct neighborhood character, and maintain compliance with Wisconsin 
Statutes ch. 125, while supporting local entrepreneurship, downtown vitality, and 
tourism.  
 
The proposed amendments would create a new subsection of the Zoning Ordinance, 
Chapter 46.26, titled Alcohol Production and Service Standards . This subsection 
would establish standards for Alcohol Production and Service Uses.  
 
Related definitions would be added to Chapter 46.10. Alcohol Production and 
Service Uses would also be added as permitted uses in the Commercial District 
under Chapter 46.03(7)(e)(2) and in the Light Industrial District under Chapter 
46.03(7)(f)(2)(a). 
 
Finally, the manufacturing and bottling of alcohol would be added as permitted uses 
in the Light Industrial District under Chapter 46.03(7)(f)(2)(a).  
 
 
Definitions  
Chapter 46 .10, Zoning  Definitions , is amended to add the following definitions:  

• Alcohol Production & Service Use.   An establishment engaged in the 
manufacture of alcoholic beverages, including breweries, brewpubs, 
distilleries, and wineries, that includes on - site tasting, taproom, or bar service 
areas and may include accessory retail sales of beverages manufactured on 
site and other lawfully permitted beverages.  

• Brewery.   A facility permitted under Wis. Stat. § 125.29 for the manufacture of 
fermented malt beverages, which may include a taproom and on - site or off -
site sales as permitted by law.  

• Brewpub.   A restaurant or tavern holding a brewpub permit under Wis. Stat. § 



125.295 that manufactures beer on the premises and provides food service as 
a principal use.  

• Distillery.   A facility permitted under Wis. Stat. § 125.52 for the manufacture of 
distilled spirits, which may include a tasting room and on - site or off - site sales 
as permitted by law.  

• Winery.   A facility permitted under Wis. Stat. § 125.53 for the manufacture of 
wine, which may include a tasting room and on - site or off - site sales as 
permitted by law.  

• Taproom / Tasting Room.   A customer area within an Alcohol Production & 
Service Use where beverages manufactured on site, and any other beverages 
lawfully allowed, are offered for on - premises consumption and/or retail sale.  

 
Chapter 46. 26  Alcohol Production & Service Standards  
(A) Operational Standards  

1. Indoor Operations.  Manufacturing, bottling/canning, and storage shall be 
conducted indoors. Outdoor tanks or silos shall be  set back a minimum of ten 
(10) feet from all lot lines.  

2. Odor, Noise, and Light Control.  No Alcohol Production & Service Use shall 
create detectable odor, noise, glare, or vibration at the lot line. Proper 
ventilation and filtration systems shall be installed and maintained.  

3. Parking.  Parking shall be provided at the rate required for restaurants or bars. 
Shared parking agreements may be approved by the Village.  

4. Waste and By - Products.  Spent grain, pomace, and other production by -
products shall be stored in enclosed containers and removed regularly to 
prevent odor, pests, or leachate.  

5. The Village may require an evaluation of water use and a sanitary sewer 
pretreatment system.  

 
(B) Production Limits  

1. Commercial (C) District –  Reduced Production Limits.  
In the Commercial District, alcohol production shall be accessory to on - site 
service and retail sales and shall not exceed the following maximum annual 
production limits:  
a.  Breweries and Brewpubs (Beer): Not more than 12,000 barrels per calendar 

year.  
b.  Wineries (Wine): Not more than 1 2,000 gallons per calendar year.  
c.  Distilleries (Spirits): Not more than 1 2,000 gallons per calendar year.  

2. Light Industrial (LI) District –  Standard Production Limits.  
In the Light Industrial District, alcohol production shall not exceed the 
maximum annual production limits, consistent with Wis. Stat. ch. 125:  

3. State Law Compliance.  
If Wisconsin Statutes or administrative rules establish lower production limits 
than those listed above, the State limits shall apply.  

 
(C ) Licensing  
All Alcohol Production & Service Uses shall obtain and maintain all required licenses 



and permits under Wis. Stat. ch. 125 and applicable Village alcohol licensing 
regulations.  
 
Permitted Uses  
Chapter 46.0 3 (7)e(2) Commercial District (C)  –  Principal Permitted Uses.  
The list of principal permitted uses is amended to include:  

• Alcohol Production & Service Use  
 
Chapter 46.0 3 (7)f(2)(a)  Light Industrial (LI) District  –  Principal Permitted Uses.  
The list of principal  permitted uses is amended to include:  

• Manufacture and bottling of alcoholic beverages.  
• Alcohol Production & Service Use.  
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